Blogs and RSS

Tools for Social Networking

So much to do so little time, this is a frequent refrain among educators.  How do we keep up with all the new ideas, information and resources available to us?  We do not always have time to attend all the workshops and seminars that we would like, or find the new research literature for our chosen filed and keep abreast of new trends and practices.  A relatively new technology called RSS allows us to keep track of new information.

With RSS you can subscribe to a lecture series presented by podcasts, keep informed on the latest DESE news, and find a blog by some one well respected in your field. The RSS feed becomes your personal research assistant, continually checking the web where you have directed it for news and information.  

RSS:  Real Simple Syndication

It is a way to subscribe to web resources.  This may come in various formats such as, blog and website updates, podcasts, and videocasts.  Ultimately it is a URL that is added to an aggregator to collect the updates. CommonCraft has a video that explains RSS in basic terms. http://www.commoncraft.com/rss_plain_english.

Aggregator:  An aggregator is a program that looks for updates to the RSS-URL that was placed in the aggregator.  The web based aggregator we will use for this lesson is Bloglines.  Other aggregators include Google Reader (set up directions follow) and Netvibes.  You might wish to look these over before choosing one.  The process of subscribing to blogs is similar for each of the tools.

How to set up your Personal Research Assistant
Bloglines
Step 1: Set up an RSS aggregator account.  Go to Bloglines (http://www.bloglines.com/) and set up an account, follow the on screen directions.

Step 2:  Access your email in order to finalize the account set up.

Step 3:  Find things to subscribe to.  This is an ongoing process and the most time consuming.  You will need to search the Internet for sites that relate to your areas of interest.  

Step 4: Subscribe. 
To find blogs to read – check out the International Edublogger Directory. 

When you find something you like look around the page to see if you see a button for [image: image1.png]
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 or subscribe.  Click on the button.  You will be taken to a page that is full of code, it looks like you made a mistake and the page will not upload correctly.  You are not interested in the code but the URL in the address bar.  Select and copy the URL in the address bar.  Next open your Bloglines account, select add on the left then on the right paste in the URL.  At this point you can also select or create a category for this new subscription.

Sometimes you can skip all these steps if the web resource you wish to subscribe to has a [image: image3.png]


 button you just need to click there and you are subscribed – no copy and paste required.

Step 5:  Check your feed.  Your “assistant” is checking these sites for you, but you need to check your Bloglines account in order see what is new. Make it a habit, maybe every morning after you check your email you check Bloglines.  Once the habit is established you will be surprised how update and informed you are.

Google Reader

Step 1:  To the Google home page www.google.com. At the top left of the screen you will see some options. Click on the “more” button and select “Reader”.
Step 2: if you have a google account sign in if not look for the sign in box and click on the “create an account now”.  You are not creating a gmail account, you can use any email address to create a reader account.  Google will send you a verification email. Please verify that email before continuing.

Step 3:  Once you verify your account you will be shown a link to manage your account profile look for “My Services”, Reader should be listed there.  Click on “Reader.”

Step 4:  Subscribe to Blogs. 

To find blogs to read – check out the International Edublogger Directory. 

When you find something you like look around the page to see if you see a button for [image: image4.png]
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 or subscribe.  Click on the button.  You will be taken to a page that is full of code, it looks like you made a mistake and the page will not upload correctly.  You are not interested in the code but the URL in the address bar.  Select and copy the URL in the address bar.  Next open your Google Reader account, select “add subscription” on the left then on the right paste in the URL.  At this point you can also select or create a category for this new subscription.

Sometimes you can skip all these steps if the web resource you wish to subscribe to has a Subscribe with Google button you just need to click there and you are subscribed – no copy and paste required.

Step 5:  Check your feed.  Your “assistant” is checking these sites for you, but you need to check your Google reader account in order see what is new. Make it a habit, maybe every morning after you check your email you check Google Reader.  Once the habit is established you will be surprised how update and informed you are.
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